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Section 


When  one  has  had  the  pleasure  and 
the  privilege  of  meeting  a number  of  the 
women  of  Japan  in  their  own  homes  one 
wishes  that  many  of  our  Western  wom- 
en might  have  the  opportunity  of  see- 
ing these  gentle,  winning  people  in 
their  native  environment.  To  be  thrown 
with  them  in  daily  association,  as  a mis- 
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sionary,  seems  indeed  to  be  an  enviable 
experience. 

Sweet  reasonableness  and  evenness  of 
temper  are  characteristic  traits  of  the 
majority  of  the  Japanese  women.  They 
are  gracious  and  hospitable ; their  good 
breeding  dictates  composure  and  delib- 
eration, and  these  qualities  go  for  the 
making  of  a charming  hostess.  Then 
there  is  something  so  fascinating  about 
their  neat  and  simple  homes.  There  is 
nothing  to  catch  and  hold  the  dust  that 
poisons  the  atmosphere  of  so  many 
Western  dwellings,  and  exhausts  the 
nervous  vitality  of  the  housekeepers. 
No  meaningless  ornament  is  visible ; no 
burden  of  furniture  detracts  from  the 
light  airiness  of  the  surroundings.  No 
haste,  no  waste,  but  much  that  is  along 
the  line  of  true  culture,  makes  up  the 
daily  life  of  the  average  woman  in  the 
“Sunrise  Kingdom.” 

Appreciation  of  the  beautiful  in  na- 
ture is  a characteristic  of  the  Japanese 
people.  The  humblest  home  must  have 
a garden,  where  birds  build  nests  and 
sing;  trees  shade  attractive  spots,  water- 
falls and  ponds  refresh  the  air.  and  flow- 
ers in  rich  profusion  gladden  the  eyes. 
In  the  gardens  the  women  and  children 
spend  much  of  their  time.  The  shoji 


acquaintance  discloses  the  fact  that  the 
most  honorable  rooms  are  most  distant 
from  the  street,  and  face  the  garden, 
which  may  be  enjoyed  in  calmness  and 


(screens  covered  with  tough,  transpar- 
ent paper)  open  upon  the  balcony  that 
faces  the  garden.  Our  first  impression 
would  lead  us  to  say  that  the  gardens 
are  at  the  back  of  the  house,  but  further 
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retirement.  The  servants’  quarters  are 
nearest  the  street.  In  view  of  the  fact 
of  this  household  arrangement  one  is 
not  altogether  surprised  to  learn  that  the 
“lady  of  the  house”  in  this  land,  where 
things  are  just  opposite  to  things  in 
America,  is  called  the  “inside  of  the 
house.” 

One  of  the  chief  accomplishments  of 
a Japanese  woman  of  refinement  is  the 
art  of  flower  arrangement.  An  alcove 
is  built  in  the  wall  of  the  living  room, 
and  in  this  place  a vase  always  stands, 
in  which  fresh  flowers  are  kept  and  ar- 
ranged according  to  artistic  design.  An- 
other accomplishment  is  that  of  playing 
the  koto,  a stringed  musical  instrument 
that  rests  upon  the  floor  and  is  generally 
about  forty  inches  long  by  twelve  inches 
wide.  A refined  girl  is  expected  to  have 
become  proficient  in  playing  the  koto  by 
the  time  she  is  fifteen  years  of  age. 
However,  the  Japanese  girls  are  now 
eager  to  learn  to  play  the  piano  and  im- 
prove any  opportunity  to  do  so. 

Women  of  the  laboring  classes  are 
often  seen  doing  the  same  work  as  the 
men,  and  usually  with  a child  strapped 
and  clinging  on  their  back.  This  atti- 
tude in  babyhood,  of  course,  retards  ac- 
tivity and  development  of  the  lower 
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limbs,  and  the  child  learns  slowly  to 
walk.  Often  a small  woman  will  be 
carrying  on  her  back  a child  that  is  4 
or  5 years  of  age.  In  all  stations  in  life 
the  women  are  very  devoted  to  their 


AT  THE  TEMPLE 

children,  and  in  fact  pet  and  spoil  them, 
serving  and  coddling  them  too  much  for 
the  child’s  real  good,  or  the  mother’s 
strength.  There  is  a lack  of  demonstra- 
tive kindness,  or  affection,  on  the  part 


of  Japanese  husbands,  and  perhaps  it  is 
due  to  this  that  the  mother’s  hearts  pour 
out  so  much  love  and  devotion  upon 
their  children. 

In  homes  where  Christian  love  holds 
sway  the  sympathy  and  understanding 
between  husband  and  wife  is  of  course 
markedly  different  from  that  home  into 
which  no  Christian  influence  has  pene- 
trated. Since  the  current  of  European 
education  and  Christian  enlightenment 
has  swept  Japan  the  characters  and  com- 
mon sense  of  the  women  have  taken  a 
great  leap  forward.  Many  tender-heart- 
ed and  gentle-spirited  creatures  are 
yearning  for  a religion  and  a faith  that 
will  satisfy  their  deepening  intelligence. 

The  women  of  Japan  are  bright  and 
responsive  and  eager  to  learn  of  the 
Christian  truths  we  can  teach  them.  Let 
us  send  them  our  best.  They  are  in- 
deed worthy  of  it. 
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